AGENDA FOR STAND–UP MEETINGS OF
THE COMMITTEES OF THE McLEAN COUNTY BOARD
TUESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2017
ROOM 400, GOVERNMENT CENTER,
115 EAST WASHINGTON STREET
BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS
A. JUSTICE COMMITTEE
(8:40 a.m. in Room 400 Government Center)
1. Items to be Presented for Action
a. Request approval of renewal of contract for the Child Support Hearing
Officer in support of the McLean County Child Support Enforcement
Program – Circuit Court
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B. LANDUSE COMMITTEE
(8:45 a.m. in Room 400 Government Center)
1. Items to be Presented for Action
a. Approval of Minutes from the May 4, 2017 regular meeting, June 20,
2017 special meeting and July 6, 2017 regular meeting
b. Approval of Bill and Transfers
C. TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
(8:50 a.m. in Room 400 Government Center)
1. Items to be Presented for Action
a. Request approval of funding for Local Highway Safety Improvement
Program for County Highway 14 in FY 2020
D. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
(8:55 a.m. in Room 400 Government Center)
1. Items to be Presented for Action
a. Request approval of funding for Local Highway Safety Improvement
Program for County Highway 14 in FY 2020
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CONTRACT
Hearing Officer
Title IV-D Expedited Child Support Program
This Contract, entered into on January 1, 2017, between the County of McLean (IL), a Body
Politic and Corporate, hereinafter known as the “County” and Christine Eggan, Attorney at Law,
hereinafter known as the “Hearing Officer.
WHEREAS, the County has authority under 55 ILCS 5/5-1005 to make all contracts and do all
other acts in relation to the concerns of the County necessary to the exercise of its corporate
powers; and
WHEREAS, there is a necessity to provide a part-time hearing officer to hear Title IV-D Child
Support cases within the Expedited Child Support Program, and who is a licensed attorney in
good standing in the State of Illinois with at least four years experience and has substantial
experience in domestic relations matters;
NOW, THEREFORE:
1. The McLean County Board and the Chief Judge of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit Court
hereby appoint Christine Eggan a hearing officer for the McLean County Expedited
Child Support System.
2. The purpose of this professional services contract is to provide hearing officer
services in accordance with the contract set forth below and within Appendix A. The
County shall pay to the Hearing Officer, and the Hearing Officer agrees to accept as
full payment for professional services furnished under this agreement, in the
amount of $125.00 per quarter day of work performed in accordance with the terms
of the Agreement, but in no instance shall payments to the Hearing Officer exceed
the amount of $8,250 for services provided between July 1, 2017 and December 31,
2017. The Hearing Officer shall submit a Statement for Fees monthly to the County
Auditor.
The Hearing Officer agrees to:
1. Perform the duties of Hearing Officer as set forth below.
2. Maintain, for the duration of this contract, a license to practice law in the State of
Illinois.
3. Be an independent contractor and secure and maintain malpractice insurance in the
amount of $500,000 in accordance with Illinois law and, upon request, supply to the
County a certificate of insurance evidencing such coverage.
4. Indemnify and hold harmless the County, its agents, employees and assigns against
any and all claims arising out of or relating to the Hearing Officer’s activities
pursuant to this contract.
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Both parties further agree:
1. This contract shall commence on January 1, 2017.
2. The Hearing Officer is and shall be an independent contractor for all purposes, solely
responsible for the results to be obtained and not subject to the control or
supervision of the County in so far as the manner and means of performing the
services and obligations of this agreement. However, the County reserves the right
to review the Hearing Officer’s work and service during the performance of this
contract to ensure that this contract is performed according to its terms.
3. This contract is wholly contingent on the County’s continued funding of the Contract
and the existence of an IV-D Child Support Enforcement Program through the
McLean County State’s Attorney’s office.
4. Nothing in this agreement shall prevent the Hearing Officer from engaging in the
practice of law apart from the services provided under this contract.
5. The Hearing Officer shall pay all current and applicable State and Federal taxes,
licenses and assessments.
6. The parties agree to comply with the terms and provisions of the Equal Employment
Opportunity Clause of the Illinois Human Rights Act.
7. This contract shall be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the laws of
the State of Illinois. All relevant provisions of the laws of the State of Illinois
applicable hereto and required to be reflected are set forth herein or incorporated
herein by reference.
8. No waiver of any breach of this contract or any provision hereto shall constitute a
waiver of any other or further breach of this contract or any provision thereof.
9. This contract may be amended at any time by mutual agreement of the parties.
Before any amendment is valid, it must first be reduced to writing and signed by
both parties.
10. Either party may not assign this contract without the prior written consent of the
other party.
11. This contract may be terminated prior to December 31, 2017 for any of the
following reasons:
a. At the request of the County and/or the Chief Judge of the Eleventh Judicial
Circuit upon giving thirty (30) days written notice to the Hearing Officer.
b. At the request of the Hearing Officer upon giving thirty (30) days written
notice to the County Administrator and to the Chief Judge of the Eleventh
Judicial Circuit.
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12. This contract is severable and the invalidity or unenforceability of any provision of
this agreement or any party hereto shall not render the remainder of this
agreement invalid or unenforceable.
13. This agreement shall be binding upon the parties hereto and upon the successors
and interests, assigns, representatives, and heirs of such party.
14. This contract shall terminate on December 31, 2017 unless the County approves
additional funding for said services for FY 2018.
IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties have affixed their respective signature on this ________ day
of August, 2017.
APPROVED:

_________________________________
Christine Eggan
Attorney at Law

_______________________________
Kevin P. Fitzgerald, Chief Judge
Eleventh Judicial Circuit

ATTEST:

John McIntyre, Chairman
McLean County Board

Kathy Michael, Clerk of the County
Board of McLean County
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Appendix A
CHIEF JUDGE’S PLAN FOR EXPEDITED
TITLE IV-D CHILD SUPPORT SYSTEM MCLEAN COUNTY, ILLINOIS
1.

2.

Under the McLean County Expedited Child Support System, parentage and child support
matters will be expedited in three ways:
a.

All parentage and child support matters will be heard in one location by one parttime Administrative Hearing Officer and three judges assigned full-time to daily
calls. Although the judges are assigned full-time to daily calls, they will be assigned
only part-time to Title IV-D matters as described below.

b.

In analyzing the caseload demands of the IV-D Program in the development of this
plan, it is anticipated that the full complement of Administrative Hearing Officers,
Judges and IV-D staff will be able to handle 100% more cases under the Expedited
Child Support Program System that under the current court system.

c.

In all cases in which the alleged father contests parentage, DNA sampling will be
conducted immediately following the first appearance before the Administrative
Hearing Officer. It is the experience of the courts, in this jurisdiction as well as many
other jurisdictions throughout the State of Illinois, that many alleged fathers admit
parentage if the DNA tests results do not exclude them as the fathers. Therefore, it
is expected that immediate DNA testing will expedite the resolution of a large
percentage of parentage cases, which accounts for a significant caseload in the IV-D
Program.

The McLean County Expedited Child Support System will be made available to
participants in the IV-D Program, only.

3.

All actions listed as eligible actions and eligible pre-judgment proceedings in Supreme
Court Rule 100.3(a) and 100.3(b) may be brought before the Administrative Hearing
Officer in the McLean County Expedited Child Support System.

4.

The Administrative Hearing Officer will possess, at a minimum, the following
qualifications:
a.

A license, in good standing, to practice law in the State of Illinois.

b.

Four (4) years experience; and

c.

Substantial experience in domestic relations matters.

5.

All expenses relating to the salary of the Hearing Officer will be reimbursed by McLean
County.

6.

Personnel policies shall be those of McLean County. The Administrative Hearing Officer
will be part-time, under contract as an independent contractor and subject to the
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Supreme Court rules and conditions of the McLean County Expedited Child Support
System as set forth herein. The Administrative Hearing Officer shall be regarded as a subcontractor for purposes of the Contract between the Hearing Officer and McLean County.
7.

The McLean County Expedited Child Support System will be located in or near the Law and
Justice Center, Bloomington, Illinois. Rooms of appropriate size will be provided. Hearings
before the Administrative Hearing Officer will be conducted at the McLean County Law
and Justice enter.

8.

The McLean County Expedited Support Center will operate, and a Hearing Officer will be
present, two (2) days per month from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. Additionally, the Hearing Officer will have three (3) office days per month between
the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. These hours may change depending on demand and
availability of staff members.

9.

The Administrative Hearing Officer will be trained by personnel approved by the Chief
Judge’s Office. The training curriculum will include, but not be limited to:
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a.

Statutes and court rules related to parentage and child support;

b.

Operation and policies of the McLean County Expedited Child Support System;

c.

Conduct of hearings, completion of recommended orders and transfer of cases to
and from the court;

d.

Negotiation skills and techniques;

e.

Control and handling of difficult cases;

f.

Procedures of the IV-D Program, including, but not limited to, Federal and State
rules and regulations.

g.

Operation and use of the County and State computer systems;

h.

Analysis and understanding of DNA tests in parentage cases; and

i.

Relationship with judicial staff, IV-D staff, parties and their counsel.

The Expedited Child Support System will use the following procedure for preparation of
recommended orders and court orders;
a.

The Administrative Hearing Officer will prepare recommended orders on specific
forms that will include case identifying information for each case;

b.

The recommended order will be formatted to provide easy-to-understand case
findings and recommendations and terms;

c.

The recommended order will be written by the Administrative Hearing Officer;
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d.

The recommended order will be signed by the Administrative Hearing Officer and by
the parties, if they agree with the recommended order;

e.

Copies will be provided to the parties and to the parties’ counsel with the original
being filed with the County.

f.

In the event the parties do not agree, the recommended order will provide a date
and time for a contested hearing;

g.

All recommended court orders will be routed to the court for review and final
disposition, as the court deems appropriate; and

h.

Court orders entered by the court will be mailed to the parties and counsel and filed
in the court file by administrative staff.

11.

The Judge may reject part or all of the findings or recommended orders of the
Administrative Hearing Officer and transfer the matter to the Administrative Hearing
Officer for further hearing.

12.

All cases will be filed and docketed before a specific judge, then assigned to the
Administrative Hearing Officer, for hearing. Cases that appear on a docket sheet will be
routed to the Administrative Hearing Officer, to administrative staff for preparation of the
proposed court order and then back to the appropriate judge who is responsible for
disposing of each case on the call.

13.

Upon approval by the court, cases will be checked off the County’s docket sheet until all
cases have been disposed of on the court’s docket. The County, or his or her deputy, will
file stamp all orders, make the necessary copies and then remove all orders from that day
for post-court processing within the County’s Office.

14.

In accordance with the Expedited Child Support Rules entered by the Supreme Court on
April 1, 1992, the following matters are further provided for in this plan:
a.

Rule 100.4(3) - The Administrative Hearing Officer may recommend that the judge
issue a notice requiring the obligor to appear before the Administrative Hearing
Officer or before the court;

b.

Rule 100.6(a) - The McLean County State’s Attorney may assign a hearing date
before an Administrative Hearing Officer.

c.

Rule 100.6(b) - The McLean County State’s Attorney shall serve notice of the action
and the hearing date on respondent; and

d.

Rule 100.9(a) - Any domestic relations matter other than the establishment of
parentage, establishment of support, modification of support, child support
enforcement and medical support issues, including but not limited to, petitions for
visitation, custody, distribution of property, petitions pursuant to Section 513 of the
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Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act and Spousal Support modifications
shall be filed in the McLean County Circuit Court, Family Division.
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

McLean County

HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT
John E. Mitchell,
County Engineer
102
S
Towanda
Barnes
Road
Eric S. Schmitt, Assistant
County
Engineer
Bloomington,
IL 61705
102 S. Towanda-Barnes
Rd, Bloomington, IL 61704
(309) 663-9445
FAXPhone
(309) 662-8038
(309)
663-9445
highway@mcleancountyil.gov
(309)
662-8038 FAX

DATE:

August 8, 2017

TO:

Chairman Caisley and Members of the McLean County Board Transportation
Committee

FROM:

Jerry Stokes, County Engineer

Recommended Action:
The McLean County Highway Department recommends approval of the Uniform Grant
Budget Template for Local Highway Safety Improvement Program Funds.
Background:
The Highway Department applied for Local Highway Safety Improvement Program
(HSIP) Funds to provide paved hot-mix shoulders with rumble strips on Towanda East
Road from Towanda to the intersection of 2300 East Road. The Highway Department
was notified on July 31, 2017 that this project was selected for funding. The paved
shoulders will be included as part of a resurfacing project in 2020.
The total amount of eligible funding is $565,926. The HSIP will cover 90% of the
construction cost for the paved shoulders and rumble strips. McLean County is
responsible for the remaining 10% at $56,593. The Uniform Grant Budget Template is
part of the pre-award process with the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act
(GATA).
The total cost of the project for the resurfacing, paved shoulders and rumble strips is
approximately $1,800,000. Funding from the Surface Transportation Rural (STR)
program will also be used for this project at approximately $1,000,000. Approximately
$300,000 will be used by the County Matching Tax Fund or the County Motor Fuel Tax
Fund.
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