What Happens Next?
What You Can Do to Help Your Child

The best way for you to help the investigation is to support
your child. Being supportive may be difficult for you,
especially if you were close to the offender.
Ask your child how they feel and provide positive
reinforcement. Educate all your children about appropriate
and inappropriate contact with adults and other children.
Answer your child’s questions as best you can. When talking
about the experience with your child, discuss it openly and
honestly. Our counselor can assist you in ways to do this,
if you like.
Please know that your child may experience many different
emotions and that is normal. We have the services available
to help you. If you are interested in setting up counseling
for your child, please speak with your Advocate. Therapy for
your child can help them begin to heal and thrive.

Children’s Advocacy
Center Locations
The Children’s Advocacy Center operates
three child-friendly interviewing sites:

McLean County Office

200 West Front Street, Suite 500-B
Bloomington, Illinois 61701

Livingston County Office
202 ½ North Main Street
Pontiac, Illinois 61764

Dewitt County Office

100 South Center Street, Suite 202
Clinton, Illinois 61727

Fully Cooperate
With Investigators

It is important to provide investigators with answers to
their questions as openly and honestly as possible. As the
investigation proceeds, continue to update the MDT with
any new information regarding the case or changes in your
contact information. It is essential to have communication
with your team throughout the investigation.

Children’s
Advocacy
Center
Serving Children
in McLean,
Livingston &
Dewitt Counties

Services to Assist You

You may find it helpful to talk with a therapist, minister,
physician or parents who have had similar experiences.
If you would like more information about counseling,
talk with your Advocate. We will help you find someone
to talk with.
You are the most important person to your child!
Even if you don’t think your children are watching you,
they are. Be strong for your children, and be as positive
as you can around them.

(309) 888-5656
Visit us online to learn more:

www.mcleancountyil.gov/childadvocacy

Using
Teamwork
to make a
Difference

Your Multidisciplinary

THE CAC

The Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) is a safe and
friendly place for children to be brought when there has
been a concern regarding abuse or harm. Each child and
family member will be treated with respect.
We use a multidisciplinary team (MDT) approach to these
cases. All of the professionals involved work together to
ensure that investigations are conducted in a child-friendly,
developmentally appropriate, and culturally sensitive manner.
Our MDT method reduces the number of investigative
interviews for the victim, allows for medical and mental
health services to occur more quickly and with more efficacy,
and ensures that the team has the appropriate information
to reach a result in each case that is
in the best interest of the child.
Our services include a forensic
interview, a MDT investigation,
specialized medical exams,
crisis intervention and counseling
services, and legal advocacy,
all of which are tailored to meet
the unique needs of the child.

National

Children’s
Alliance

The CAC is an
accredited member of
the National Children’s
Alliance and works in
collaboration with
Children’s Advocacy
Centers of Illinois.

Forensic Interview

A trained child interview specialist will interview your
child in a private, child-friendly room. The rest of the
MDT observes the interview from an adjoining room.
This allows the team to hear your child’s disclosure and
address any investigative and protective concerns at one
time. The interview is conducted in a developmentally
appropriate and legally sound manner.
You and your child will meet with the Advocate and see
the room in which the recorded interview will take place.
Encourage your child to speak freely, but please do not
question your child or tell him what to say. It is okay to
just listen. It is very important to let your child know that
they are not in trouble.
Although you will not be able to be with your child during
the interview, you will have the opportunity to meet with a
team member to discuss how the interview went and how
the investigation will proceed.

Advocacy

Our Advocates are here to help your child and you
during this time. You can consider them your “life line”
throughout this case. They can assist you with:
• Updates regarding the investigation
• Understanding the legal system
• Accompanying you to court hearings or
attending on your behalf and providing
you with case status information
• Connecting you with community
resources that your
family may need
• Scheduling time with
our counselor for you
and your child

Counseling and Crisis Intervention
Specialized mental health services can be a crucial
component in addressing the immediate and long-term
effects of child abuse-related trauma for the victim and
non-offending family members.

A counselor who specializes in working with children
and trauma can help your child process the feelings often
associated with victimization, such as trust, blame, guilt and
safety, as well as feelings of responsibility for disruption that
may be occurring in your family system.
Our counselor can help non-offending family members
address the stress they may experience in many areas
of their life, following a child’s disclosure of abuse and
understand that additional services may be needed as
their child passes through new emotional, social and/or
physical stages of development.
We are here to help you and your child.
Counseling services are provided free of charge.

Medical Evaluation

When there is a serious concern or disclosure of abuse,
children deserve a medical evaluation performed by health
care providers with pediatric experience and child abuse
expertise. The Pediatric Resource Center is our partner to
help. We have a medical office at our CAC in Bloomington or
PRC has offices in Peoria. We can schedule this appointment
for you.
The purpose of the exam is to:
• Ensure the health and well-being of your child
• Diagnose and treat medical conditions
• Reassure your child that everything is okay with their body
• Document any physical and forensic findings
• Allow for the collection of evidence that may be present,
if reported within a certain period of time

Team

ADVOCATE: ___________________________________________
Your Advocate will be your “life line”. Your advocate will
assist the child and caregiver in providing support throughout
the case, connect you with community resources, schedule
counseling appointments, explain the legal process and
keep you updated regarding the court status.
Your Advocate can be reached at (309) 888-5656
or via email at:__________________________________________
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER:_________________________
with _______________________________ Police Department:
This law enforcement officer will attend the forensic
interview, work with the team to complete the criminal
investigation, and help to ensure your child and family’s
safety. (S)he will collect evidence, interview the possible
suspect and witnesses, and make arrests when appropriate.
Your Law Enforcement Officer can be reached at:
_______________________________________________________
DCFS INVESTIGATOR:__________________________________
The Department of Children and Family Services
Investigator may attend the forensic interview, conduct
a protective investigation with the team members and
determine whether DCFS should open a case with your
family for support and services. Your DCFS Investigator
can be reached at (309) 828-0022 or_______________________
FORENSIC INTERVIEWER: ______________________________
The specialist who interviews your child is professionally
trained to conduct victim sensitive forensic interviews.
PROSECUTOR:_________________________________________
The prosecutor will attend the forensic interview and discuss
with the MDT any possible charging that may occur. If the
matter goes to trial, the prosecutor will represent your child’s
interests in court. If testimony is necessary, the prosecutor
and your Advocate will meet with you and prepare your child
and you for testimony.

